
NEWS from the SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP

May 2020 Update

The Neighbourhood Plan consultation period is now closed, and work has begun looking through your comments and those from others such as Wiltshire Council. 

The Steering Group and Place Studio have collated a full schedule of all responses received to the Regulation 14 Consultation spreadsheet. Once finalised, the spreadsheet will be an appendix to the Consultation Statement (required to be submitted to Wiltshire Council with the Neighbourhood Plan). 

 Thank you to all of you who sent comments. Here is a résumé of the comments.

· A total of 23 responses, disaggregated into approximately 128 comments, have been recorded as received during the Regulation 14 Consultation. 

· Comments are generally supportive of the content of the Plan and in many cases add useful local detail, and constructive input for the final drafting of the Plan.

· Wiltshire Council has provided a number of helpful and constructive comments on the Plan, including recommended wording for strengthening the wording of the policies. 

· Historic England commends the Plan’s emphasis on the historic environment.

· The Canal & River Trust welcomes the Plan’s recognition of the Canal as an important asset in the Parish. This relates to the Canal’s key role in the green infrastructure network and the important unlisted heritage assets along the Canal that the Plan identifies. 

· A few respondents comment that the Plan should be more ambitious in confronting the climate emergency and promoting sustainable development. Respondents suggest that the Plan should promote renewable energy, be stronger in promoting net biodiversity gain and generally increase resilience to climate change through various means. 
· Comments were also made about the need for the Plan to address the potential Melksham By-pass and its impact on the Parish.

Each comment will now be addressed in detail, and responses will be made to each. Place Studio will propose amendments to the Plan, which reflect the Regulation 14 comments where appropriate. A meeting of the Steering Group, Place Studio and Wiltshire Council is scheduled for 12th May (via Zoom), in which the proposed amendments will be discussed and agreed. These will be incorporated into the Plan, which can then be submitted to Wiltshire Council (Regulation 15), who will hold a Regulation 16 consultation. There is another 6-week minimum period of consultation. The Plan will be examined and a report issued setting out whether the Plan meets the basic conditions.  If any modifications are needed they will be made before proceeding to referendum.

The final stage of the Neighbourhood Plan creation will be the referendum. There are some important changes to neighbourhood planning (from 7th April) in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that have implications for the timetable of the full ‘adoption’ or making of the Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Development Plan for Wiltshire:Regulations linked to the Coronavirus Act 2020 mean that no elections or referendums can take place until 6 May 2021
. This includes neighbourhood planning referendums. However, linked to this, current planning guidance has been updated to set out that neighbourhood plans awaiting referendums can be given significant weight in decision-making.

This last piece of news is, of course, very frustrating for all those who have been involved in the creation of this NDP. The Steering Group had been so hopeful that our Plan would be completed before the end of the year. Nevertheless this is minor compared to other events, and it reminds us that ‘nothing is certain’.
                            Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group 
� These provisions will be kept under review and may be amended or revoked in response to changing circumstances.






