NEWS from the SEEND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
July 2020 Update

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are still amending our Regulation 14 document as I write, but the NDP will be ready to be checked by the PC mid-July and then voted on at their next meeting. Once approved it is ready to submit to Wiltshire Council (Regulation 15), who will hold a Regulation 16 consultation. There is another 6-week minimum period of consultation. The Plan will be examined and a report issued setting out whether the Plan meets the basic conditions.  If any modifications are needed they will be made before proceeding to referendum.

The final stage of the Neighbourhood Plan creation will be the referendum. There are some important changes to neighbourhood planning (from 7th April) in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that have implications for the timetable of the full ‘adoption’ or making of the Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Development Plan for Wiltshire.
 Regulations linked to the Coronavirus Act 2020 mean that no elections or referendums can take place until 6 May 2021[footnoteRef:1]. This includes Neighbourhood Plan Referendums. However, linked to this, current planning guidance has been updated to set out that Neighbourhood Plans awaiting referendums can be given significant weight in decision-making. [1: ] 


That final stage still feels a long way off, especially now that no referendum will be held before 6th May 2021. But we need to keep the pressure up so that we get an early place in the queue….!

You might be interested to look at the Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council DRAFT Neighbourhood Plan, which has reached its Regulation 14 stage. You can view it online ( www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org )   until 13th July by which time any comments you wish to make should have been lodged.

                            Carola Thorpe on behalf of the S.P.N.P. Steering Group

  These provisions will be kept under review and may be amended or revoked in response to changing circumstances.
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